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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
53 Theobalds Road o
Londdn WC1X 8SP 12thoctobes 3912

-3 URGENT ACTION CAMPAIGN: CHILE

We are now receiving information about people in several different

categories who have been detained in Chile since the Viﬂlﬁﬁt coup of

11th September 1973. In addition, we¢ have also received lists of ‘

those for the arrest of whom warrants have becn issued and wﬁosu lives
> major

may be in grave danger. The information falls 1into three

categories:

A — Chileans who have been detained and who are now awaiting
trial by court martial. As is now widely known, these
court-martials take place extremely rapidly, and some
heavy sentences have already been passed after arbitréry
trials. As can be seen from the article in El Mercurio
(3.10.73) List 4, many of the prisoners are now being
transferred from the National Stadium to common prisons SO

that 'proceedings can be begun against them'. In many
cases, there is a serious danger that the death penalty

will be passed.

B - Foreign refugees (mainly Bolivians, Brazilians and Uru-
guayans, though there are also several hundred refugees
from other Latin American countries) who have been detalined.
There is now overwhelming evidence that many of these
foreign nationals have been tortured during interrogation
(conceivably by intelligence services from thelr own
countries). The lives of these foreign refugees are also

in grave dangers,

Chileans and foreign nationals for whose arrest warrants
have been issued. Although, in the fanatical xenophobic

atmosphere that has existed sinceé the coup, Chileans have

been asked to denounce all foreigners to their nearest

police station as probable extremists who have ‘'come to

kill Chileans', there are some people who are in particular

, danger. The names of some of these have been published in

' the Chilean press (as in the enclosed articles from Mercurio).
We have received information about others (information from

Santiago and elsewhere) stressing that there are no
quaranteecs for many of these.

ACTION

National sections are asked to work on all of these categories. We are now
sending names out to those sections who have asked for material and are
asking all sections to form groups to work on the Chilean urgent action
campaign who could take immedlate action on behalf of people from all of
these categories. We remind you that it is URGENT that protest letters
should come principally from outside of Amncsty. Massive international
protest 1s needed from professional, student, trade union, journalist,
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Amnesty International

Intermational Secretariat

To: All N tional Sazctlions

From: International Secretariat (Latin Amerlica Department/ZaneR Zeman
Ke: Temporary Restriction on Chile Emergency Action

Date: October 26, 1973

IMPORTANT URGENT TMPORTANT URGENT

Reference: Urgent action on Chile N.5. 16, 17 and (for some sections) 22.

In view of the impending Amnesty mission to Chile, we have toO ask you to

stop immediately all petitions for the release of prisoners in the name

of Amnesty International, For the maximum benefit of the prisoners, it

is essential that the talks will take place in the most favourable condi-

tions.

Actions in the name of other organigations and private persons should conti-

nue and be encouraged by our members and sections.

This restriction which will last until further notice, concer: s prisoners

onlys not refugees.
Zbynek Zeman



